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(57) ABSTRACT

There are provided a light emitting unit that enhances the
uniformity of in-plane colors, as well as a display and a
lighting apparatus that include such a light emitting unit
thereon. The light emitting unit includes: a plurality of light
emitting sections each having a light source and a wavelength
conversion member, the wavelength conversion member con-
verting a wavelength of light emitted from the light source; an
optical component having a light incident surface in opposi-
tion to the plurality of light emitting sections; and a color
unevenness prevention structure suppressing direct entering
of light from the light source into the optical component.
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LIGHT EMITTING UNIT, DISPLAY, AND
LIGHTING APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims priority from Japanese
Patent Application No. JP 2012-090214 filed in the Japanese
Patent Office on Apr. 11, 2012, the entire content of which is
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

The present technology relates to a light emitting unit that
is suited for use in a surface light source, as well as a display
and a lighting apparatus that include such a light emitting unit
thereon.

A surface-emitting unit using a blue-color LED (Light
emitting Diode) has been adopted for a backlight of a liquid
crystal display, a lighting apparatus, or the like. For example,
Japanese Patent No. 3116727 describes that a film with a
fluorescent material coated thereon is provided on an emis-
sion observation surface (light emission surface) of a light
guide plate to perform a wavelength conversion of light
incoming from a blue-color LED to the light guide plate by
means of the fluorescent material for obtaining white-color
light. Further, Japanese Patent No. 3114805 mentions that a
wavelength conversion element with an elastic body mixed
with a fluorescent material is provided between a blue-color
LED and an end surface (light incident surface) of a light
guide plate.

SUMMARY

In a light emitting unit to be used as a surface light source,
it is highly preferable to enhance the uniformity of in-plane
colors (chromaticity) as a general rule.

It is desirable to provide a light emitting unit that enhances
the uniformity of in-plane colors, as well as a display and a
lighting apparatus that include such a light emitting unit
thereon.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
there is provided a light emitting unit including: a plurality of
light emitting sections each having a light source and a wave-
length conversion member, the wavelength conversion mem-
ber converting a wavelength of light emitted from the light
source; an optical component having a light incident surface
in opposition to the plurality of light emitting sections; and a
color unevenness prevention structure suppressing direct
entering of light from the light source into the optical com-
ponent.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
there is provided a display with a light emitting unit at a rear
side of a liquid crystal panel. The light emitting unit includes:
aplurality of light emitting sections each having a light source
and a wavelength conversion member, the wavelength con-
version member converting a wavelength of light emitted
from the light source; an optical component having a light
incident surface in opposition to the plurality of light emitting
sections; and a color unevenness prevention structure sup-
pressing direct entering of light from the light source into the
optical component.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
there is provided a lighting apparatus with a light emitting
unit. The light emitting unit includes: a plurality of light
emitting sections each having a light source and a wavelength
conversion member, the wavelength conversion member con-
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2

verting a wavelength of light emitted from the light source; an
optical component having a light incident surface in opposi-
tion to the plurality of light emitting sections; and a color
unevenness prevention structure suppressing direct entering
of light from the light source into the optical component.

In the light emitting unit, the display, or the lighting appa-
ratus according to the above-described respective embodi-
ments of the present technology, a color unevenness preven-
tion structure reduces the amount of light incoming into an
optical component without passing through a wavelength
conversion member among light that is generated by a light
source. More specifically, light from the light source reaches
alight incident surface of the optical component with a wave-
length thereof converted by the wavelength conversion mem-
ber.

According to the light emitting unit, the display, and the
lighting apparatus according to the above-described respec-
tive embodiments of the present technology, provision of the
color unevenness prevention structure makes it possible to
prevent an in-plane color of light from the light source from
being much more highly visible than a color of light passing
through the wavelength conversion member. This allows to
prevent any color unevenness, thereby enhancing the unifor-
mity of an in-plane color of light.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary, and are intended to provide further explanation of the
technology as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings are included to provide a
further understanding of the present disclosure, and are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this specification. The
drawings illustrate embodiments and, together with the speci-
fication, serve to explain the principles of the present tech-
nology.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing an overall configura-
tion of a light emitting unit according to a first embodiment of
the present technology.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing a bundle of light
rays heading from a light source toward a light incident sur-
face of a light guide plate illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are each a cross-sectional view for
explaining a configuration of a light emitting section illus-
trated in FIG. 1.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are each a schematic diagram showing a
configuration of a light emitting unit according to a compara-
tive example.

FIG. 5 is a top view showing light to be observed from the
light emitting unit illustrated in FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a top view showing a configuration of a light
emitting section according to a modification example 1.

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view showing an example of a
configuration between an end of a container and a holder
illustrated in FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view showing a configuration of
a light emitting section according to a modification example
2.

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view showing a configuration of
a light emitting section according to a second embodiment of
the present technology.

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view showing a configuration
of a light emitting section according to a modification
example 3.
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FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view showing a configuration
of'a light emitting section according to a third embodiment of
the present technology.

FIG. 12 is a perspective view showing an example of an
external appearance of a display to which the light emitting
unit illustrated in FIG. 1 and the like is applied.

FIG. 13 is an exploded perspective view showing a main
body section illustrated in FIG. 12.

FIG. 14 is an exploded perspective view showing a panel
module illustrated in FIG. 13.

FIGS.15A and 15B are each a perspective view showing an
external appearance of an application example 1 of the panel
module illustrated in FIG. 13.

FIG. 16 is a perspective view showing an external appear-
ance of an application example 2.

FIG.17A is aperspective view showing an external appear-
ance of an application example 3 as viewed from the front side
thereof, and FIG. 17B is a perspective view showing an exter-
nal appearance thereof as viewed from the rear side.

FIG. 18 is a perspective view showing an external appear-
ance of an application example 4.

FIG. 19 is a perspective view showing an external appear-
ance of an application example 5.

FIG. 20A is a front view of an application example 6 in an
open state, FIG. 20B is a side view thereof, FIG. 20C is a front
view in a closed state, FIG. 20D is a left-side view, FIG. 20E
is aright-side view, FIG. 20F is a top view, and FIG. 20G is a
bottom view.

FIG. 21 is a perspective view showing an example of an
external appearance of a lighting apparatus to which the light
emitting unit illustrated in FIG. 1 and the like is applied.

FIG. 22 is a perspective view showing another example of
the lighting apparatus illustrated in FIG. 21.

FIG. 23 is aperspective view showing still another example
of the lighting apparatus illustrated in FIG. 21.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereinafter, some preferred embodiments of the present
technology are described in detail with reference to the draw-
ings. It is to be noted that the descriptions are provided in the
order given below.

1. First Embodiment (a light emitting unit: an example
where a reflection section is provided between adjacent wave-
length conversion members)

2. Modification Example 1 (an example where a reflection
section is composed of a part of aholder holding a wavelength
conversion member)

3. Modification Example 2 (an example where a light
absorber section is provided between adjacent wavelength
conversion members)

4. Second Embodiment (a light emitting unit: an example
where a wavelength conversion section is provided between
adjacent wavelength conversion members)

5. Modification Example 3 (an example where a wave-
length conversion film covering an end of a container of a
wavelength conversion member is used as a wavelength con-
version section)

6. Third Embodiment (a light emitting unit: an example
where a pitch at which the closest light sources are arranged
between adjacent light emitting sections is greater than a
pitch at which adjacent light sources are arranged within one
light emitting section)

7. Application Examples (displays and lighting appara-
tuses)

1. First Embodiment

FIG. 1 shows an overall configuration of a light emitting
unit (light emitting unit 1) according to a first embodiment of
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the present technology. The light emitting unit 1, which may
be used, for example, as a backlight of illuminating a trans-
missive liquid crystal panel from behind, has a light emitting
section 10E including a light source 10 and a wavelength
conversion member 30, a light guide plate 20 (optical com-
ponent), a reflective member 40, and an optical sheet 50. In
the light guide plate 20, each of both left and right end sur-
faces thereof'is designated as a light incident surface 20A, and
principal surfaces thereof (the widest surfaces) at front and
rear sides are designated as light emission surfaces 20B and
20D. In other words, the light emitting unit 1 is an edge-lit
type light emitting unit.

In the present specification, a laminating direction of the
optical sheet 50, the light guide plate 20, and the reflective
member 40 is called Z-direction (front-rear direction), a lat-
eral direction of a principal surface of the light guide plate 20
is called X-direction, and a vertical direction thereof is called
Y-direction.

The light source 10 is, for example, an LED generating
blue-color light (for example, with a wavelength of about 430
nm to about 495 nm both inclusive), and the plurality of light
sources 10 is provided in opposition to the light incident
surface 20A of the light guide plate 20. More specifically, the
light source 10 is sealed into a package (later-described pack-
age 11 shown in FIG. 2), being mounted on a light source
substrate 12. The light source substrate 12 supports the light
source 10 and supplies an electrical power to the light source
10. The light source substrate 12 has a wiring pattern on a
glass epoxy substrate, a metallic substrate, or a flexible sub-
strate in rectangular forms, for example. The plurality of light
sources 10 is disposed along a longitudinal direction (Y-di-
rection) of the rectangular light source substrate 12. A single
light source 10 may be only disposed, or a single light source
10 may be provided on a single light source substrate 12, and
a plurality of such configurations may be disposed alterna-
tively.

The wavelength conversion member 30 is provided
between the light source 10 and the light incident surface 20A
of'the light guide plate 20. The wavelength conversion mem-
ber absorbs light at a wavelength that is generated by the light
source 10, and subsequently generates light at a wavelength
different from that of the absorbed light. In other words, light
from the light source 10 is partly or wholly subject to a
wavelength conversion performed by the wavelength conver-
sion member 30, and then comes into the light incident sur-
face 20A.

FIG. 2 shows a part of the wavelength conversion member
30 on a magnified scale. The wavelength conversion member
30 is a member in which a wavelength conversion material 31
is sealed into a tubular container 32 (capillary) that is com-
posed of a material such as glass. The wavelength conversion
material 31 may contain, for example, a fluorescent pigment,
a fluorescent dye, quantum dots, and the like, and absorbs
light from the light source 10 to convert it into light at a
different wavelength for emission (for example, light v1
shown in FIG. 2). For example, the wavelength conversion
material 31 absorbs blue-color light from the light source 10
to convert a part of the light into red-color light (wavelength
of about 620 nm to about 750 nm both inclusive) or green-
color light (wavelength of about 495 nm to about 570 nm both
inclusive). As a result, light from the light source 10 passes
through the wavelength conversion material 31, which syn-
thesizes red-color light, green-color light, and blue-color
light to generate white-color light. The container 32 has arole
of facilitating the handling of the wavelength conversion
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material 31, while suppressing any deterioration of the wave-
length conversion material 31 that is caused by moisture or
oxygen in the atmosphere.

It is preferable that the wavelength conversion material 31
contain the quantum dots. The quantum dot is a particle with
a diameter of about 1 nm to about 100 nm both inclusive, and
has a discrete energy level. Since an energy state of the quan-
tum dot depends on a size thereof, a variation in size allows a
light emitting wavelength to be selected freely. Further, light
emitted from the quantum dot has a narrow spectral width. A
combination of light with such a steep peak extends a color
gamut. Therefore, use of the quantum dot for the wavelength
conversion material 31 makes it possible to extend a color
gamut with ease. In addition, the quantum dot exhibits high
responsive property, allowing light from the light source 10 to
be utilized efficiently. Moreover, the quantum dot also has
high stability. For example, the quantum dot may be a com-
pound of 12-group element and 16-group element, a com-
pound of 13-group element and 16-group element, or a com-
pound of 14-group element and 16-group element, such as
CdSe, CdTe, ZnS, CdS, PdS, PbSe, and CdHgTe.

As shown in FIG. 3A, one light emitting section 10E
includes one wavelength conversion member 30 and the plu-
rality of light sources 10 that emit light into the wavelength
conversion member 30, and the light emitting unit 1 is pro-
vided with the plurality of light emitting sections 10E in
opposition to one light incident surface 20A (for example,
right end surface of the light guide plate 20 shown in FIG.
3A). The container 32 (wavelength conversion material 31)
extends toward a length direction (Y-direction) of the light
incident surface 20A, and the light emitting sections 10E are
placed side-by-side along such an extending direction.

When the light incident surface 20A of the light guide plate
20 corresponds to both upper and lower end surfaces, the
plurality of light emitting sections 10E are disposed along
X-direction as shown in FIG. 3B. When a size of a display
panel onto which the light emitting unit 1 irradiates light is
large (for example, 55 inches or more), it is especially pref-
erable that the plurality of light emitting sections 10E be
provided in such a manner to maintain the reliability of the
container 32. Alternatively, arrangement of the light emitting
section 10E on a long side of the light guide plate 20 with a
rectangular planar surface (FIG. 3B) increases the luminance
in comparison with a case of arrangement on a short side
(FIG. 3A).

In this embodiment of the present disclosure, a reflection
section 33 is provided between the adjacent light emitting
sections 10E. The reflection section 33 composes a color
unevenness prevention structure to shield any light heading
directly toward the light incident surface 20A of the light
guide plate 20 without allowing the light to pass through the
wavelength conversion member 30 from the light source 10,
which is hereinafter described in details.

The reflection section 33 is provided between the adjacent
containers 32, and covers ends of those two containers 32 by
a circular concave section, for example (FIG. 2). The reflec-
tion section 33 returns light v2 heading from the light source
10 toward a position between the adjacent containers 32 back
to the wavelength conversion member 30 (wavelength con-
version material 31) side, and is composed of a highly reflec-
tive material, including, for example, a white-color resin and
aresin mixed with a metal exhibiting high reflectance, such as
titanium oxide. Examples of this resin material may include
PC (polycarbonate), PPA (polyphthalamide), PPA/PCT
(polycyclohexylene dimethylene terephthalate), or epoxy
resin. Alternatively, the reflection section 33 may be com-
posed of a material such as a metal with highly reflective
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6

coating applied thereon. The reflection section 33 is provided
over an area from a position between the above-described
adjacent containers 32 to a position between the adjacent light
sources 10, and is fixed to a part of the light emitting section
10E, such as the light source substrate 12. The reflection
section 33 may be in the form of a cap that covers only an end
of the container 32, and may be separated between one end
and the other end of both ends of two adjacent containers 32.

The light guide plate 20, which is composed mainly to
include a transparent thermoplastic resin, such as polycar-
bonate resin (PC) and acrylic resin, guides light that comes
into the light incident surface 20A from the light source 10 to
the light emission surface 20B (a principal surface on the
optical sheet 50 side in FIG. 1). On the light emission surface
20B, there is provided an uneven pattern composed of, for
example, microscopic convex sections 20C to improve the
straightness of light that is propagated through the light guide
plate 20. The convex section 20C may be, for example, a
belt-shaped protrusion or ridge that extends toward one direc-
tion (X-direction shown in FIG. 1) of the light emission
surface 20B. On the light emission surface 20D in opposition
to the light emission surface 20B, for example, a scattering
agent is printed in a pattern form as a scattering section to
scatter and equalize light that is propagated through the light
guide plate 20. As the scattering section, instead of the scat-
tering agent, any section including filler may be provided, or
a top surface may be partly roughened alternatively.

The reflective member 40 (FIG. 1) is a plate-like or sheet-
like member in opposition to a principal surface of the light
guide plate 20, and is provided at the light emission surface
20D side of the light guide plate 20. The reflective member 40
returns light that leaks out of the light source 10 into the light
emission surface 20D side of the light guide plate 20, and light
that is emitted from the inside of the light guide plate 20 to the
light emission surface 20D side thereof, back to the light
guide plate 20 side. The reflective member 40 has capabilities
including reflection, diffusion, and scattering, for example.
This makes it possible to utilize light efficiently for increasing
the front-side luminance.

The reflective member 40 may be composed of, for
example, a foamed PET (polyethylene terephthalate), an
evaporated silver film, a multilayer reflective film, or white-
color PET. When a capability of regular reflection (specular
reflection) is incorporated in the reflective member 40, it is
preferable that a treatment such as silver evaporation, alumi-
num evaporation, or multilayer evaporation be carried out on
atop surface thereof. If the reflective member 40 has a micro-
scopic form, it is possible to form such a microscopic form in
an integrated manner in a method such as hot press molding or
melt extrusion molding using a thermoplastic resin, for
example. Examples of the thermoplastic resin may include an
acrylic resin such as PC and PMMA (polymethyl methacry-
late), a polyester resin such as PET, an amorphous copolymer
polyester resin such as MS (copolymer of methyl methacry-
late and styrene), a polystyrene resin, and a polyvinyl chloride
resin. Alternatively, the microscopic form may be formed in
such a manner that an energy radiation (for example, ultra-
violet light) cured resin is applied on a substrate composed of
PET or glass, and subsequently a pattern is transcribed on the
substrate.

The optical sheet 50 is provided on the light emission
surface 20B side of the light guide plate 20, and may include
a diffusion plate, a diffusion sheet, a lens film, a polarization
split sheet, and the like. FIG. 1 shows only one sheet of the
plurality of above-described optical sheets 50. Provision of
the optical sheet 50 makes it possible to rise light outgoing



US 9,423,554 B2

7

from the light guide plate 20 in an oblique direction toward a
front-side direction, thereby allowing to further increase the
front-side luminance.

In the light emitting unit 1, light that is generated by the
light source 10 comes into the light incident surface 20A of
the light guide plate 20 with a wavelength thereof converted
by the wavelength conversion member 30. This light moves
through the light guide plate 20, and is emitted from the light
emission surface 20B to pass through the optical sheet 50.

In this embodiment of the present disclosure, the reflection
section 33 is provided between the adjacent light emitting
sections 10E, which makes it possible to reduce the amount of
light that comes into the light incident surface 20A of the light
guide plate 20 directly from the light source 10 without pass-
ing through the wavelength conversion member 30.

FIG. 4A shows a planar configuration of a light emitting
unit 100 according to a comparative example as viewed from
a light emission surface (XY plane). As with the above-
described light emitting unit 1, in the light emitting unit 100,
a plurality of light emitting sections 10E are provided in
opposition to one light incident surface 20A (for example,
lower end surface) of a light guide plate 20.

However, there exists no light shielding structure such as a
reflection section between the adjacent light emitting sections
10E. In a container 32 composed of a material such as glass,
thermal expansion and contraction may arise, which prevents
the containers 32 from being fixed in contact with each other,
and thus a spacing interval (spacing interval 133) is provided
between the adjacent containers 32. Further, due to thickness
or the like of the container 32, a section in which the wave-
length conversion material 31 is not sealed is present at an end
of'the container 32. On the light incident surface 20A of such
a light emitting unit 100, as shown in FIG. 4B, in addition to
the light v1 that has passed through the wavelength conver-
sion material 31 of the wavelength conversion member 30
from the light source 10, light v102 also arrives that has
passed between the adjacent containers 32 (wavelength con-
version material 31). The light v102 has the same wavelength
as with light that is generated by the light source 10.

In this case, as shown in FIG. 5, in the light emitting unit
100, color unevenness B tinged with blue that is caused by the
light v102 is observed along sides (for example, upper and
lower sides) where the light emitting sections 10E are pro-
vided.

On the contrary, in the first embodiment of the present
disclosure, the reflection section 33 is provided between the
adjacent containers 32, and thus the light v2 (FIG. 2) heading
from the light source 10 toward a position between the light
emitting sections 10E is returned back to the wavelength
conversion material 31 side by the reflection section 33, and
then is subject to wavelength conversion. Therefore, it is
possible to prevent that the light from the light source 10
reaches the light incident surface 20A of the light guide plate
20 directly without passing through the wavelength conver-
sion member 30. This makes it possible to suppress genera-
tion of any color unevenness that is caused by blue-color light
of the light source 10, thereby allowing to enhance the uni-
formity of an in-plane color of light.

As described above, in the first embodiment of the present
disclosure, the reflection section 33 is provided between the
adjacent light emitting sections 10E, which makes it possible
to reduce the amount of light incoming into the light incident
surface 20A of the light guide plate 20 directly from the light
source 10, thereby allowing to enhance the uniformity of an
in-plane color of light.

Hereinafter, the descriptions are provided on modification
examples of the above-described embodiment of the present
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disclosure, and other embodiments of the present disclosure.
It is to be noted that, in the following descriptions, any com-
ponent parts essentially same as the above-described embodi-
ment of the present disclosure are denoted with the same
reference numerals, and the related descriptions are omitted
as appropriate.

Modification Example 1

FIG. 6 shows a planar configuration of a light emitting unit
(light emitting unit 1A) according to a modification example
1 of the above-described first embodiment of the present
disclosure as viewed from the light incident surface 20A of
the light guide plate 20. In the light emitting unit 1A, a
reflection section is composed of a part (barrier section 33) of
aholder (holder 34) holding the wavelength conversion mem-
ber 30. Except for this point, the light emitting unit 1A has the
same configuration as with the light emitting unit 1 according
to the above-described first embodiment of the present dis-
closure, and the same goes for the operation and advanta-
geous effects thereof as well.

The holder 34 has a function of fixing the wavelength
conversion member 30 to hold a spacing interval between the
wavelength conversion member 30 and the light source 10 at
a predetermined value. This makes it possible to prevent the
wavelength conversion member 30 and the light source 10
from being brought into contact with each other due to, for
example, thermal expansion or the like. The holder 34 may be
in the form of, for example, an approximately rectangular
solid, and has an opening in opposition to a direction (X-di-
rection) of light passing from the light source 10 to the light
incident surface 20A. In concrete terms, the holder 34 is
composed of an upper surface section 34U and a lower sur-
face section 34D that interpose the wavelength conversion
member 30 in a direction perpendicular to an extending direc-
tion of the container 32, as well as a pair of sidewalls 34S that
join the upper surface section 34U with the lower surface
section 34D. This holder 34 has a barrier section 33A. The
barrier section 33 A faces the sidewalls 34S with the container
32 (wavelength conversion material 31) interposed between,
and is disposed between the wavelength conversion members
30 that are adjacent to one another at the time of accommo-
dation of the wavelength conversion members 30 in the
holder 34. This makes it possible to reduce the amount of light
incoming into the light incident surface 20A of the light guide
plate 20 directly from the light source 10.

The barrier section 33A is provided over an area from the
upper surface section 34U to the lower surface section 34D,
and a section thereof in opposition to an end of the container
32 is formed, for example, in a circular concave shape to cover
the end of the container 32. The barrier section 33A has a
function of preventing the adjacent containers 32 from being
brought into contact with one another, as well as the same
function as with the reflection section 33 of the above-de-
scribed light emitting unit 1, that is, the function of returning
light heading from the light source 10 toward a position
between the adjacent containers 32 back to the wavelength
conversion members 30 (wavelength conversion material 31)
side. The holder 34 having the barrier section 33A may be
composed of, for example, a resin mixed with metal exhibit-
ing high reflectance, such as titanium oxide. Examples of the
resin material may include PC (polycarbonate), PPA (polyph-
thalamide), PPA/PCT (polycyclohexylene dimethylene
terephthalate), or epoxy resin. When the container 32 is made
of glass, it is preferable to use the PPA with a thermal expan-
sion coefficient close to that of glass and a benefit in terms of
a cost. Specific examples of a PPA product include “Genes-
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tar®” that is manufactured by Kuraray Co., L.td., and the like.
Alternatively, the holder 34 may be composed of a material
such as metal with highly reflective coating applied thereon.

As shown in FIG. 7, it is preferable to provide a buffer
member 35 between an end on the sidewall 34S side of the
container 32 and the holder 34. Use of this buffer member 35
allows to prevent the container 32 and the holder 34 from
being brought into contact with each other, and to clamp the
container 32 against the barrier section 33A side for keeping
the arrangement of the barrier section 33A and the container
32 with stability. As the buffer member 35, an elastic body
such as urethane foam may be used.

Modification Example 2

A light emitting unit (light emitting unit 1B) according to a
modification example 2 of the above-described first embodi-
ment of the present disclosure has a light absorber section
(light absorber section 36) between the adjacent light emit-
ting sections 10E, as a color unevenness prevention structure.
Except for this point, the light emitting unit 1B has the same
configuration as with the light emitting unit 1 according to the
above-described first embodiment of the present disclosure,
and the same goes for the operation and advantageous effects
thereof as well.

As shown in FIG. 8, the light absorber section 36 is pro-
vided between the adjacent containers 32, and for example,
circular concave sections thereof cover ends of the containers
32. The light absorber section 36 is intended to absorb and
shield the light v2 heading from the light source 10 toward a
position between the adjacent containers 32, and is composed
of a material, such as black PC, black PPA, or black urethane
foam. As compared with the light emitting unit 1, the light
emitting unit 1B exhibits lower luminance, although has a
higher capability of enhancing the color uniformity.

Second Embodiment

A light emitting unit (light emitting unit 2) according to a
second embodiment of the present disclosure has a wave-
length conversion section (wavelength conversion section 37)
between the adjacent light emitting sections 10E, as a color
unevenness prevention structure. Except for this point, the
light emitting unit 2 has the same configuration as with the
light emitting unit 1 according to the above-described first
embodiment of the present disclosure, and the same goes for
the operation and advantageous effects thereof as well.

As shown in FIG. 9, the wavelength conversion section 37
is provided between the adjacent containers 32, and for
example, circular concave sections thereof cover ends of the
containers 32. The wavelength conversion section 37 is
intended to convert a wavelength of the light v2 heading from
the light source 10 toward a position between the adjacent
containers 32. More specifically, the wavelength conversion
section 37 absorbs blue-color light from the light source 10 to
emit light different from the blue-color light in wavelength,
such as red-color light or green-color light. This makes it
possible to reduce the amount of light incoming into the light
incident surface 20A ofthe light guide plate directly from the
light source 10, thereby allowing to enhance the color unifor-
mity in the light emitting unit 2. In addition, it is possible to
make efficient use of light that is generated by the light source
10, which allows the luminance to be enhanced as compared
with the above-described first embodiment of the present
disclosure. The wavelength conversion section 37 may be
composed of, for example, a resin material mixed with a
fluorescent material, such as fluorescent pigment and fluores-
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cent dye. As the resin material, a material such as silicone may
be used. The wavelength conversion section 37 may be sepa-
rated between one end and the other end of ends of the
adjacent containers 32.

Modification Example 3

A light emitting unit (light emitting unit 2A) according to
a modification example 3 of the above-described second
embodiment of the present disclosure has a wavelength con-
version film (wavelength conversion film 38) as a wavelength
conversion section at each end of the containers 32. Except
for this point, the light emitting unit 2A has the same con-
figuration as with the light emitting unit 2 according to the
above-described second embodiment of the present disclo-
sure, and the same goes for the operation and advantageous
effects thereof as well.

As shown in FIG. 10, the wavelength conversion films 38
cover each opposite end of the adjacent containers 32. As with
the wavelength conversion section 37 on the above-described
light emitting unit 2, the wavelength conversion film 38 is
intended to convert a wavelength of the light v2 heading from
the light source 10 toward a position between the adjacent
containers 32, and is formed by a fluorescent paint applied on
the end of the container 32, for example.

Third Embodiment

A light emitting unit (light emitting unit 3) according to a
third embodiment of the present disclosure has a color
unevenness prevention structure using a pitch (pitch P2)
between the closest light sources 10 arranged between the
adjacent light emitting sections 10E, that is, a pitch between
the light source 10 at an end of the light emitting section 10E
and the light source 10 closest thereto of the adjacent light
emitting section 10E. Except for this point, the light emitting
unit 3 has the same configuration as with the light emitting
unit 1 according to the above-described first embodiment of
the present disclosure, and the same goes for the operation
and advantageous effects thereof as well.

As shown in FIG. 11, the plurality of light sources within
one light emitting section 10E is arrayed at a predetermined
pitch P1 (first pitch), whereas the closest light sources 10
between the adjacent light emitting sections 10E are arranged
at the pitch P2 (second pitch) greater than the pitch P1. In the
third embodiment of the present disclosure, the pitch P2
prevents light from the light source 10 from directly coming
into the light incident surface 20A of the light guide plate 20.

In the light emitting unit 3, the adjacent light sources 10
arranged at the pitch P2 are provided at more inner side of the
wavelength conversion member 30 as compared with a case
where the light sources 10 are arranged at the pitch P1 same
as that between the other light sources 10. Accordingly, much
of the light v2 heading from the light sources 10 arranged at
the pitch P2 toward a position between the adjacent wave-
length conversion members 30 passes through the wavelength
conversion material 31. This makes it possible to reduce the
amount of light incoming into the light incident surface 20A
of the light guide plate 20 directly from the light sources 10,
thereby allowing to enhance the color uniformity.

FIG. 12 shows an external appearance of a display 101 to
which the above-described light emitting unit 1 (or any one of
the light emitting units 1A, 1B, 2, 2A, and 3) is applied. The
display 101 is used, for example, as a flat-screen television
receiver, and has a configuration where a flat-plate-shaped
main body section 102 for an image display is supported with
a stand 103. It is to be noted that the display 101 is used as a
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stationary type that is placed on a horizontal surface such as a
floor, a shelf, and a table with the stand 103 attached to the
main body section 102, although may be alternatively used as
a wall-hanging type with the stand 103 detached from the
main body section 102.

FIG. 13 is an exploded perspective view showing the main
body section 102 illustrated in FIG. 12. The main body sec-
tion 102 has, for example, a front exterior member (bezel)
111, a panel module 112, and a rear exterior member (rear
cover) 113 in this order from the front side (viewer side). The
front exterior member 111 is a bezel-shaped member that
covers a front peripheral section of the panel module 112, and
has a pair of speakers 114 disposed at the lower side thereof.
The panel module 112 is fixed to the front exterior member
111, and a power supply substrate 115 and a signal substrate
116 are mounted as well as a attachment metal part 117 is
secured at the rear side thereof. The attachment metal part 117
is intended for attachment of a wall-mounting bracket, sub-
strates, and the stand 103. The rear exterior member 113
covers a rear side and lateral sides of the panel module 112.

FIG. 14 is an exploded perspective view showing the panel
module 112 illustrated in FIG. 13. The panel module 112 has,
for example, a front housing (top chassis) 121, a liquid crystal
panel 122, a frame-formed member (middle chassis) 90, the
light emitting unit 1, a rear housing (rear chassis) 124, a
balancer substrate 125, a balancer cover 126, and a timing
control substrate 127 in this order from the front side (viewer
side).

The front housing 121 is a frame-formed metal component
that covers a front peripheral section of the liquid crystal
panel 122. The liquid crystal panel 122 has, for example, a
liquid crystal cell 122A, a source substrate 122B, and a flex-
ible substrate 122C such as a COF (Chip On Film) connecting
the liquid crystal cell 122A and the source substrate 122B.
The frame-formed member 90 is a frame-formed resin com-
ponent that holds the liquid crystal panel 122 and the optical
sheet 50 on the light emitting unit 1. The rear housing 124 is
a metal component made of iron (Fe) and the like that houses
the liquid crystal panel 122, the frame-formed member 90,
and the light emitting unit 1. The balancer substrate 125 is
intended to control the light emitting unit 1, and is mounted at
the rear side of the rear housing 124 as well as is covered by
the balancer cover 126 as shown in FIG. 14. The timing
control substrate 127 is also mounted at the rear side of the
rear housing 124.

In the display 101, an image display is carried out in such
amanner that light from the light emitting unit 1 is transmitted
selectively by the liquid crystal panel 122. Here, as repre-
sented in the above-described embodiments of the present
disclosure, the light emitting unit 1 with the enhanced unifor-
mity of an in-plane color of light is provided, and thus the
display 101 is capable of performing a high-quality display.

Hereinafter, the descriptions are provided on examples
where the panel module 112 as described above is applied to
electronic apparatuses. Examples of the electronic appara-
tuses may include a television receiver, a digital camera, a
notebook personal computer, a mobile terminal including a
cellular phone, and a video camera. In other words, the above-
described display is applicable to electronic apparatuses in
every field that display externally-input image signals or
internally-generated image signals as images or video pic-
tures.

Application Example 1

Each of FIGS. 15A and 15B shows an external appearance
of'an electronic book to which the panel module 112 accord-
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ing to the above-described embodiment of the present disclo-
sure is applicable. The electronic book has, for example, a
display section 210 and a nondisplay section 220, and the
display section 210 is composed of the display 101 according
to the above-described embodiment of the present disclosure.

Application Example 2

FIG. 16 shows an external appearance of a smartphone to
which the panel module 112 according to the above-described
embodiment of the present disclosure is applicable. The
smartphone has, for example, a display section 230 and a
nondisplay section 240, and the display section 230 is com-
posed of the display 101 according to the above-described
embodiment of the present disclosure.

Application Example 3

Each of FIGS. 17A and 17B shows an external appearance
of'a digital camera to which the panel module 112 according
to the above-described embodiment of the present disclosure
is applicable. The digital camera has, for example, a light
emitting section 410 for flashing, a display section 420, a
menu switch 430, and a shutter button 440, and the display
section 420 is composed of the display 101 according to the
above-described embodiment of the present disclosure.

Application Example 4

FIG. 18 shows an external appearance of a notebook per-
sonal computer to which the panel module 112 according to
the above-described embodiment of the present disclosure is
applicable. The notebook personal computer has, for
example, a main body 510, a keyboard 520 for operation of
inputting characters and the like, and a display section 530 for
image display, and the display section 530 is composed of the
display 101 according to the above-described embodiment of
the present disclosure.

Application Example 5

FIG. 19 shows an external appearance of a video camera to
which the panel module 112 according to the above-described
embodiment of the present disclosure is applicable. The video
camera has, for example, a main body section 610, a lens 620
that is for shooting an image of a subject and is provided at the
front lateral side of the main body section 610, a start-and-
stop switch 630 for starting or stopping the shooting of the
image of the subject, and a display section 640. The display
section 640 is composed of the display 101 according to the
above-described embodiment of the present disclosure.

Application Example 6

FIGS. 20A to 20G each show an external appearance of a
cellular phone to which the panel module 112 according to the
above-described embodiment of the present disclosure is
applicable. For example, the cellular phone is composed of an
upper chassis 710 and a lower chassis 720 that are joined with
a coupling section (hinge section) 730, and has a display 740,
a sub-display 750, a picture light 760, and a camera 770. The
display 740 or the sub-display 750 is composed of the display
101 according to the above-described embodiment of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 21 shows an external appearance of a lighting appa-
ratus to which the above-described light emitting unit 1 (or
any one of the light emitting units 1A, 1B, 2, 2A, and 3) is
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applicable. The lighting apparatus is a tabletop lighting appa-
ratus with the built-in light emitting unit 1 (or any one of the
light emitting units 1A, 1B, 2, 2A, and 3) according to the
above-described embodiments of the present disclosure, and,
for example, an illumination section 843 is attached to a
support pole 842 that is provided on a base 841. The illumi-
nation section 843 is composed of the light emitting unit 1 or
2 according to the above-described first or second embodi-
ment of the present disclosure. By forming the light guide
plate 20 in a curved shape, it is possible to form the illumi-
nation section 843 in any shape such as a tubular shape
illustrated in F1G. 21, or a curved shape illustrated in FIG. 22.

The light emitting unit 1 may be applicable to an interior
lighting apparatus as shown in FIG. 23. In this lighting appa-
ratus, an illumination section 844 is composed of the above-
described light emitting unit 1. An appropriate number of the
illumination sections 844 are disposed at appropriate spacing
intervals on a ceiling 850A of a building room. Itis to be noted
that a mounting location of the illumination section 844 is not
limited to the ceiling 850A, but the illumination section 844
may be installed on any locations including a wall 850B or a
floor (not shown in the drawing) depending on intended appli-
cations.

In these lighting apparatuses, illumination is carried out
using light from the light emitting unit 1. Hereupon, as rep-
resented in the above-described embodiments of the present
disclosure, the light emitting unit 1 with the enhanced unifor-
mity of an in-plane color of light is provided, which makes it
possible to obtain light of uniform color.

As above, the present technology is described with refer-
ence to the respective embodiments and modification
examples, although the present technology is not limited to
the above-described respective embodiments of the present
disclosure, but different variations are available. For example,
in the above-described respective embodiments of the present
disclosure and the like, the description is provided on use of
the light source 10 that generates blue-color light, although
the light source 10 may be a light source that generates other
color light such as red-color light and green-color light. Fur-
ther, in the above-described respective embodiments of the
present disclosure and the like, the description is provided on
a case where white-color light is generated from blue-color
light by making the blue-color light pass through the wave-
length conversion member 30, although an arrangement may
be made to obtain any color light other than white-color light
such as orange-color light and red-color light.

Additionally, in the above-described respective embodi-
ments of the present disclosure and the like, the description is
provided on a case where the light incident surface 20A of the
light guide plate 20 corresponds to both left and right end
surfaces, although the light incident surface 20A may be one
or three or more of four end surfaces (left, right, top, and
bottom) surrounding a principal surface. Alternatively, it is
also possible to dispose the light source 10 at a position
opposite to a principal surface of the light guide plate 20 and
have a direct type of the light emitting unit 1 (or light emitting
unit 2). Further, a planar shape of the light guide plate 20 may
be tailored to fit a shape of an object to be irradiated by the
light emitting unit 1, and may be in any form other than a
rectangular shape. Moreover, in the above-described respec-
tive embodiments of the present disclosure and the like, the
description is provided on a case where the light guide plate
20 is used as an optical component, although light may be
guided to the optical sheet 50 side using a structure such as a
back chassis of the display 101 and the like instead of the light
guide plate 20.
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Further, in the above-described respective embodiments of
the present disclosure and the like, the description is provided
on a case where the light source 10 is an LED, although the
light source 10 may be composed of a semiconductor laser or
the like.

Moreover, in the above-described respective embodiments
of the present disclosure, the description is provided on con-
figurations of the light emitting units 1 and 2, the display 101
(television receiver), and the like by citing concrete examples,
although it is not necessary to provide all the component
parts, and any other component parts may be provided addi-
tionally.

Further, for example, a material, a thickness, and the like of
each component that are represented in the above-described
respective embodiments of the present disclosure are not
limited thereto, but any other materials and thicknesses may
be permitted.

It is to be noted that the present technology may be con-
figured as follows.

(1) A light emitting unit, including:

a plurality of light emitting sections each having a light
source and a wavelength conversion member, the wavelength
conversion member converting a wavelength of light emitted
from the light source;

an optical component having a light incident surface in
opposition to the plurality of light emitting sections; and

a color unevenness prevention structure suppressing direct
entering of light from the light source into the optical com-
ponent.

(2) The light emitting unit according to (1), wherein the
color unevenness prevention structure is composed of a light-
shielding section between the wavelength conversion mem-
bers adjacent to each other.

(3) The light emitting unit according to (2), wherein the
light-shielding section is a reflection section that returns light
heading directly from the light source toward the optical
component back to the wavelength conversion member side.

(4) The light emitting unit according to (3), further includ-
ing a holder holding the plurality of wavelength conversion
members and including a barrier section between the wave-
length conversion members adjacent to each other, wherein

the reflection section is composed of the barrier section of
the holder.

(5) The light emitting unit according to (1), wherein the
color unevenness prevention structure is composed of'a wave-
length conversion section between the wavelength conver-
sion members adjacent to each other.

(6) The light emitting unit according to (5), wherein the
wavelength conversion member includes a wavelength con-
version material sealed in a tubular container.

(7) The light emitting unit according to (6), wherein the
wavelength conversion section is a wavelength conversion
film covering each ends of the containers adjacent to each
other and containing a fluorescent painting material.

(8) The light emitting unit according to (6), wherein the
wavelength conversion section is a resin containing a fluores-
cent material that is provided between the containers adjacent
to each other.

(9) The light emitting unit according to (4), further includ-
ing a buffer section, wherein

the holder has a sidewall in opposition to the barrier section
with the wavelength conversion member interposed between,
and

the bufter section is provided between the sidewall and the
wavelength conversion member.

(10) The light emitting unit according to (1), wherein one
of the light emitting sections has a plurality of light sources
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that are arranged at a first pitch, and the color unevenness
prevention structure is configured using a second pitch
greater than the first pitch, the second pitch being a pitch
between the closest two light sources arranged between the
adjacent light emitting sections.

(11) The light emitting unit according to (2), wherein the
light-shielding section is a light absorber section that absorbs
light heading directly from the light source toward the optical
component.

(12) The light emitting unit according to any one of (1) to
(11), wherein the wavelength conversion member includes
quantum dots.

(13) The light emitting unit according to any one of (1) to
(12), wherein

the optical component is a light guide plate, and

the light incident surface is an end surface of the light guide
plate.

(14) The light emitting unit according to any one of (1) to
(13), wherein the light source is a blue-color light source.

(15) The light emitting unit according to any one of (1) to
(14), wherein the light source is an LED.

(16) The light emitting unit according to (6), wherein the
container is made of glass.

(17) A display with a light emitting unit at a rear side of a
liquid crystal panel, the light emitting unit including:

a plurality of light emitting sections each having a light
source and a wavelength conversion member, the wavelength
conversion member converting a wavelength of light emitted
from the light source;

an optical component having a light incident surface in
opposition to the plurality of light emitting sections; and

a color unevenness prevention structure suppressing direct
entering of light from the light source into the optical com-
ponent.

(18) A lighting apparatus with a light emitting unit, the
light emitting unit including:

a plurality of light emitting sections each having a light
source and a wavelength conversion member, the wavelength
conversion member converting a wavelength of light emitted
from the light source;

an optical component having a light incident surface in
opposition to the plurality of light emitting sections; and

a color unevenness prevention structure suppressing direct
entering of light from the light source into the optical com-
ponent.

It should be understood by those skilled in the art that
various modifications, combinations, sub-combinations and
alterations may occur depending on design requirements and
other factors insofar as they are within the scope of the
appended claims or the equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A light emitting unit, comprising:

a plurality of light emitting sections each having at least a
light source and a wavelength conversion member, each
said light source configured to emit light at a first wave-
length, each said wavelength conversion member con-
figured to convert the first wavelength of the emitted
light to a second wavelength which is different from the
first wavelength and each said wavelength conversion
member having a wavelength conversion material sealed
in a tubular container;

an optical component having a light incident surface in
opposition to the plurality of light emitting sections; and

a number of prevention structures each configured to sup-
press the emitted light at the first wavelength from enter-
ing into the optical component,
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inwhich a prevention structure is arranged between ends of
adjacent tubular containers and configured to cover a
respective end of each of the adjacent tubular containers;
wherein the optical component is a light guide plate.

2. The light emitting unit according to claim 1, wherein the
prevention structure is a color unevenness prevention struc-
ture composed of a light-shielding section.

3. The light emitting unit according to claim 2, wherein the
light-shielding section is a reflection section that returns the
emitted light having the first wavelength heading directly
toward the optical component back to the wavelength conver-
sion member.

4. The light emitting unit according to claim 1, wherein the
prevention structure is a color unevenness prevention struc-
ture composed of a wavelength conversion section.

5. The light emitting unit according to claim 4, wherein the
wavelength conversion section is a resin containing a fluores-
cent material.

6. The light emitting unit according to claim 2, wherein the
light-shielding section is a light absorber section that absorbs
the emitted light having the first wavelength heading directly
toward the optical component.

7. The light emitting unit according to claim 1, wherein the
wavelength conversion member includes quantum dots.

8. The light emitting unit according to claim 1, wherein

the light incident surface is an end surface ofthe light guide
plate.

9. The light emitting unit according to claim 1, wherein the
light source is a blue-color light source.

10. The light emitting unit according to claim 1, wherein
the light source is an LED.

11. The light emitting unit according to claim 1, wherein
each said tubular container is made of glass.

12. The light emitting unit according to claim 1, in which
the prevention structure has a number of circular concave
sections, each concave section being configured to cover the
respective end of a respective one of the adjacent tubular
containers.

13. The light emitting unit according to claim 1, in which
the wavelength conversion member is configured to absorb
blue-color light from the light source to convert a part of the
light into red-color light or green-color so that the light from
the light source passes through the wavelength conversion
member which synthesizes red-color light, green-color light,
and blue-color light to generate white-color light.

14. The light emitting unit according to claim 13, in which
the red-color light has a wavelength in a range from about 620
nm to about 750 nm and the green-color light has a wave-
length in a range from about 495 nm to about 570 nm.

15. A light emitting unit, comprising:

a plurality of light emitting sections each having a light
source and a wavelength conversion member, the wave-
length conversion member converting a wavelength of
light emitted from the light source;

an optical component having a light incident surface in
opposition to the plurality of light emitting sections; and

a color unevenness prevention structure suppressing direct
entering of light from the light source into the optical
component,

wherein the color unevenness prevention structure is com-
posed of a wavelength conversion section between the
wavelength conversion members adjacent to each other,

wherein the wavelength conversion member includes a
wavelength conversion material sealed in a tubular con-
tainer, and
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wherein the wavelength conversion section is a wavelength
conversion film covering each ends of the containers
adjacent to each other and containing a fluorescent
painting material.

16. A display with a light emitting unit at a rear side of a

liquid crystal panel, the light emitting unit comprising:

a plurality of light emitting sections each having a light
source and a wavelength conversion member, each said
light source configured to emit light at a first wavelength,
each said wavelength conversion member configured to
convert the first wavelength of the emitted light to a
second wavelength which is different from the first
wavelength and each said wavelength conversion mem-
ber having a wavelength conversion material sealed in a
tubular container;

an optical component having a light incident surface in
opposition to the plurality of light emitting sections; and

a number of prevention structures each configured to sup-
press the emitted light at the first wavelength from enter-
ing into the optical component,

in which a prevention structure is arranged between ends of
adjacent tubular containers and configured to cover a
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respective end of each of the adjacent tubular containers;
wherein the optical component is a light guide plate.

17. A lighting apparatus with a light emitting unit, the light

emitting unit comprising:

a plurality of light emitting sections each having a light
source and a wavelength conversion member, each said
light source configured to emit light at a first wavelength,
each said wavelength conversion member configured to
convert the first wavelength of the emitted light to a
second wavelength which is different from the first
wavelength and each said wavelength conversion mem-
ber having a wavelength conversion material sealed in a
tubular container;

an optical component having a light incident surface in
opposition to the plurality of light emitting sections; and

a number of prevention structures each configured to sup-
press the emitted light at the first wavelength from enter-
ing into the optical component,

inwhich a prevention structure is arranged between ends of
adjacent tubular containers and configured to cover a
respective end of each of the adjacent tubular containers;
wherein the optical component is a light guide plate.
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